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LiFE and ADVENTURES 
0 F 


illium Parſons „Eſq; 


From the Time of his Entering into 
LIFE, to his DEATH. 
B EIN G 


A True and Faithful Narrative of every memo- 
rable Occurrence that attended him; inter- 1 
ſpers d with ſeveral intereſting Scenes. 


Written by Himſelf, and Corrected (with Ad- | | 
ditions) at his own Requeſt by a Genileman. 
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Non eſt mentiri meum. Ter. Heaut. [ 
Dicique beatus ante obitum nemo © 
Supremagque funera debel. Ovid. 
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R. Parſons, the Subje& of the 
following Sheets, was born in 
- London. in the Year 1517, and 
was the youngeſt Son of Sir William Parſons, 
| Bart, of Nottingham, a Gentleman equally 

 Camed for his Worthineſs, as his unhappy 

San for the contrary, It would: be treſpaſs 


fing too much on the Reader's Patience, to 


if © enumerate the little Foiblesof Mr. Parſons 
19 3 which 
B 


omit- 


(2) 
omitting that as immaterial, we ſhall be- 
gin at the Time of his going there. He | 
had not Been long at School, e'er he was | 
noted for his little Theft##thdbg his School- 
fellows; but the Trick he Play d his younger 5 
Brother clainis our particular Notice: his | 
Aunt (who was the Dutcheſs of Northum- 
berland) gave him and his Brother (now 
2 Clergyman) a Five Guinea Piece each, 
that they were to ſhew her every Time ſhe 
ſau/ em but Parſons (who was extrava- j 
gant from a Child) could not keep his, a L 
but” foon changed and ſpent it. About a 4 
; Month after, they were to go and ſee their” + 
| Aunt ; but whit Excuſe to make to her 
1 for not ſhew ing it, he (William could not 
| deviſe; at length his fertile Brain:cohtrived 
to ſteaf his Brother; Piece out bf his Pocket, D 
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— the Piece which he Gn | 
| ſo much Pleaſure in, and big widr che 
Hopes of ſhewing it the Ducheſs, as — 
Inſtance of his Reſpect te her, began to | 

take on; very much upon the: Account | . 
nnn , 
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| able tO face his Ales without- it s She, on 
the contrary, I illam uſurped an inſulting 
Triumph over hien, and treating him with 
an inſolent Bravade, aſked him what a Fi⸗ 
gure he would make: before his Aunt ? 


The Time however being come, and both 
before the Dutcheſs,” the. aſked 0 ſee 


their Pieces, Villiam immediately ſhewed 
her his, but the Brother proteſted with 
Tears, he had neither ſpent, nor gave the 
Piece away, but that he had it in his Poc- 
ket at Night when he went to Bed, and 
miſs'd it in the Morning when he roſe. 
The Aunt being mov'd in his Favour, by 
the ſoftning and innocent Language he made 
uſe of to convince her, ſent to Dr. Bland, 


Maſter of Eaton School, and defired him to h 
make all the Enquiryhe could into the Fruth 


of the Affair, who conſidering ſo large a Piece 


muſt be taken Notice of in that ſmall Town, 


made ſtrict Search about it, and found'ing 
ſhort Time, where Villiam had changed it; 
for which | (when they returned to School) 


he was whip'd till the Skin was flea d off 


his Back, and afterwards rubbed 
B 2 


with 
Pickle 
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(4) fr; 
Pickle ; but all the Puniſhments he ſuffer. 


cal Propenſi 9 he had for nn es 


Our young. Hex. dull continning his 


Pranks, and no Hopes of reclaiming him, 


his' Friends, took. him from Eaton School, 
and he then went to live with his Uncle, 
Captain Dutton of Epſam, where he might 
have been very happy; and indeed it muſt 
be ſaid of him, that during his Stay there 
(through the good Oeconomy of his Uncle) 


he appeared ſedater, and leſs given to his. 


Rogueries, than in any Part of his Life bes 


fore, or ſince that Time; but unhappily 
for Panſons, as it afterwards proved, his 


Uncle took into his Service a Girl, who had 


ſomething in her agreeable enough to ſtrike 
the Fancy of the young Gentleman, He 
reſolved to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to obtain 


her, to which End he behaved to her with 


more Familiarity than to the other Ser- 
vants; and endeavoured" (before: he broke 
his Mind a her) to t- himſelf intg 

| her 


ed, tho' ever ſo ſeyere, could never-reclaim 
this unhappy Man, or eradicate that natu- 
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ber Favour by ding her ſeveral little | 
Offices of Friendſhip: Now having, 48 
he thought, ſecurely laid the Foundation 
of his Enterprize, he waited only for an 
Opportunity to put it in Execation; nor 
was it long Cer one preſented itſelf, as 
agreeable as he could wiſh. Some Buſineſs 
calling his Uncle to London,” Parſons, 'a 
Footmanz and this young Girl were left 
behind; the Footman he contrived to ſend 
on ſome ' frivolous Errand three or four 
Miles from his Uncle's ; he was fearce. 
gone, when Parſons took the Opportunity 
of breaking his Mind to her. The Girl 
was at firſt in ſome Confuſion at ſuch an 
unexpected Declaration, but he proteſting 
he was ſerious, that he loved her more than 
Life, and that, would ſhe concede to his 
Deſires, he would be ever conftant to her: 
the Girl fondly believing every Word he 
faid, conſented at laſt to his Entreaties, on 
his promiſing to marry her, thould ſhe feel 
the Effects: natural to fuch an Intimacy. 
They continued their Correſpondence about 
eight Months, when finding herſelf with 
” | Child, 


Chill. \he/ireminded- Pate hi Pro- 


ſens out of all the large Fortune he deſign- 
ed him, and left it to his Son, that no 


Gs F< 


miſe. of Marriage; on which he (who had 
never ſuch Intentions) begun to look very 
cool Lear ſhe growing bigger every 
Day, and being continually crying, made 
the Servants at laſt ſuſpect 


to the Ears of his Uncle, Who examining 


the Girl, ſhe, with Tears in her Eyes, coti- 


proper. Care of the poor Girl, he ſent Par- 


nt to his Father; nor did he (fo exccffively 
he was irritated) ever forgive him it: and 


for. that and his other Tricks, when Capt. 
Dutton died (ſome Years after) he cut Par- 


lives with Parſors's Siſter, who is Squite 


. en ; 


« (Ai 1.4: 6:1 24 | 6 2 
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Parſons, akter Kaying) ſons Tine at Sir 
_ William's, went to live with a Relation, 


Mr. Elmer of Cheſbunt in Hertfordſhire, 2 


Ne for the ſaid County; but here Play- 
ing 


the Cauſe of it; 
they whiſpering it about, it ſhortly came 


very worthy Gentleman, and Juſtiee of the 
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ing ſeveral ſlippery Tricks, his Friends 
were at laſt determined to ſend him to Sea, 
the general Reſource of ſuch Sort df Sparks; 
his Father got him a Poſt in the Navy, 
that of Midſhipman on Board the Drake 
Man of War, Captain Fur, and with that 
Gentleman he ſailed to the Weft-Indies, and 
continued with him till his Return to Eags * 
land. During his ſhort! Stay here at that 
Time, he frequented the Gaming- tables 
pretty much, where Luck running againſt 
him, reduced his Pocket to a low Ebb, het 
contrived, to ſteal ſeverat Things from his 
Aunt, who, (as obſerved before) was the 
Dutcheſs, of Northumberland: 'He particu- 4 
larly ſtole. from her, out of her Dreſſing- 
room, a Picture ſet in Gold, that uſually 
hung to her Watch. The Dutcheſs ad- 
vertiſed a; large Reward for it, and 9 
Qveſtions aſked, but Paras could not de- 
viſe Means to let her have it ; deliver it him- 
{elf he. could: nat, and he was afraid to 
truſt i it to another; ſo after keeping it ſome 
Time, he ſold it for the fourth' Tat uf the 
Sum ſhe affered Rewurd fur it. 
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Not long after, being at Buxton Aſſem- 


bly in Deriyſbire, he faw's Pair of Shoes in 
the adjoining Roem with Gold Buckles, 


on to dance in. Parſons immediately mark'd 


them for his ewn ;' and watching his Op- 


portunity, took the' Buckles unperceived, 


and breaking them, fold them as old 
Gold to a' Goldſmith of Nottingham. 
He was not at that Time ſuſpected; but 
the Goldſmith, hearing that the Gentleman 
had loſt ſuch a Pair of Buckles, tout For 
Pair of Perſons, and ſhew'd him che Pieces: 
The Gentleman immediately owned them 
to be his, and probably might have pro- 


| Ceeded to puniſh him; but is worthy Fa- 


ther, being unwilling he ſhould be brought 


into any Diſgrace, made up the Matter for 


him; and ſo prevented any ill Conſequences, 


PEI ee 


Shortly after, Mo, Parfint exe to Lan- 
2 where he: had been. fearce a Month, 


bs: 


 Haviour of tlie Fellow ; but more 


 fiblpof that ſoft Palſion Love, as Ie we 


Tere) 


S$efore the following Adventure between 
dem bad — 1 Q 9— 


Mr. "Par fone, walkin {as was' Bath 
bisCultomn) vue Day: i in St. James's Park, 
Had a delivered to , him: by a 


Fobtman: Mf. Parſons, on receiving it, in- 


Haired from Whom, he brought K 7 The 
Mut replied, the Infide, Sir, wil inform 
you and then” hurried off 4 
was” in ſome (Cotifternation” at the Be- 
eo, 


— 


when, on opening the Los, be 5 
e at; 
* + & . Mandey es 4 . 


| | NET Cuſtom has 3 fo 


ent, as to render an Addreſs, of 
e ho from our Sex, to be look'd on as 


| Forward, and unbecoming a Woman . who 


Das the leaſt Tender for her Reputation ; 
yet I am inclined to believe, as Nature or- 


8 . 


ed Woman as m 


wen, ar tore, Hulceps 


C ought 


Tal 


eicher ugly not old, 


2 91513 @75t wake * 3 19), Vitus ic 3598 
qught to havectbs larqs;Frivilege: a they to 


diſcloſe itz IE theſe Frinciples that in- 
duced, mg to act in chis open Manger, .You 
know, Sir, I have, ſecretly had the 
eee ſceing you, in che. vary 
lace you, now reggive this Letter. There 
ſome lattery I peak it) 


untably agreeable. in your Perſon, | 
that I could not refrain wiſhing myſelf 


happy in your Genen I would ſay 
Love; but have uſed many yours to 


eiern Purpoſe, till fancying 
you a young Gentleman who, like the reſt 
of the Beau Monde, frequent tnoſt publick 
Places; I thought, could. I. A 
the Maſquerade the moſt convenient Op- 

for me. to dildole myſelf to you. 
End, I 1 aired e. laſt Thur/day 
13 4 exo ail; ly chagrin'd, 
59 


To. 


by any 1 
an A oh, wag 
= 6% Tp den Jan. 


A — ou, are. Willing .to 
oblige a 2 ho 11 hob 


you nd 


Plegty, [this 


| { 11 } 1 
much of Vanity of but Dryden fays, there's Jo 
Tune When we may be allowed to praiſe 
DE beg! you wil be at —— 
Maſeyerad&"drefi'd in u yellow? 
— « Black "lk Mae, a u Geng 
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{ 12] 
formed to himſclf{bould! this Affair prove 
real), the man Advantages. that would ve- 
ſult from. it. he painted in his Mind the 
Pleaſures that would attend the Poſſeſſion 
of fie Woman, vrho had dufficiency of 
Fortune to augment her Beauty; he theres 
ra iſely conſidered it better to ſtand the 

nt of, his Companions Jokes, ſhould tit 
prove ſb, than hazard the Loſs of the Lady; . 
* neglecting to dreſs as deſited, ſhould it 
happen otherwiſc- Elated with the Hopes 


of the laſt Thought, every Hour ſeemed 


to him an Ages till the Time. At length 
the happy Day arrived, Mr. Parſons repair. 
ed to Mumford's, and from thence (after 
accouter ing him agreeable to the fair One's | 
Requeſt) took. Coach, and drove to the 
appointed Flace. Ie dicectad, with wiſh- ka 
15 Eyes, his Looks alternately to every 
Lady in he, Room, without. diſcoyering the 
ing tg:be taken of him, by one 

We .T wa Heure were paſt, * 
8 85 his Charmer! 


{ 13] 

fancied every: one who-looked on him, was 
acquainted with the whole Affair, and- 
was laughing at him for his Vanity; then 
1 himſelf again with the pleaſing 

opes of its yet terminating as happy as 
Wh; wiſh :,,He faw, and ſpoke to many 
6f his Companions, and not one of them 
dropt the leaſt Hint that might incline him 
to ſurmiſe it a Plot of theirs. He confol'd 
himſelf with the Thoughts of the Lady's 
being not then come, and reſolved. to ab- 


ſtain, for that Night, from the Gaming - 
table (his uſual Recourſe, and indeed the 


only Thing that drew him to reſott to thoſe 
Places) left his Eagerneſs of Play might 
deprive | the Lady of the Opportunity of 
diſcloſing herſelf to him, ſa much Compa- 
ny generally being round that Place. Mr. 
Parſons had ſcarce made this Determina- 
tion, when a genteel Lady (Who had 4 
little before entered the Room, dreſſed in 
the Habit of an Lidia Princeſs) accoſted 7 
him with the uſual Queſtion, Do you kn -r 

mes He anfweted her in the 28 
etc, 1 . wer, us he 
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hex, 


was 
tid the, "when you or this Nes 
Are {6 agretable as you could 
ptr and dect me 
as it will, Tl truft you.” But who 
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that Time wich her. The Appointment 


YT 


of By employing them. "Theſe Talents 


Nature had liberally on him: 


"He was formed to deceive; he had 2 


Tongue, (as King /Richard ſays) would 


Wheedle with the Devil: He had ſo much 


Softneſs, and fo much ſeeming Sincerity.in 
his Looks and Words, that it was ſcarce poſ- 


ſible for a Man to believe he would aſſert 


a Lie, till he caught him in the Falſhood. 


No Wonder he exerciſed” theſe Abilities ſo 


much at that Juncture with Miſs E; 
he had no more than to talk, and he was 
ſure to be believed. In fine, he lay there 
that Night, nor would he im the Morning 
part from ber, till ſhe had promiſed him 


the ſame Happineſs again. She told him 
what indeed: Mr. Parſons knew as ſoon as 
he had ſeen her Face, that it was not het 


_ own Houſe, ſhe having taken theſe Lodg- 


ings on Purpofe, that ſhe might ſee him 
with more Freedom; that they muſt never 
meet at her own Home, leſt- the Intrigue 


ſhould be diſcovered by Lord — who 


ſhe doubted not but he had heard livd at 


was 


171 

was made for the following Sunday at the 
fame Place; and from this Day Mr. Par- 
fens ſecretly kept Company with her tor a 
long Time, during which Space, ſhe ſup- 
plied him with ſeveral Sums of Money, 
and the Correſpondence might probably 
have continued till her Death, had not the 
following odd Affair prevented it. Mr. 
L, 2 Gentleman who had been ex- 
travagant, and ſpent the greateſt Part of his 
Income, took it in his Head, on hearing 

ſhe had quarrelled' with Lord ——, if he 
could inveigle himſelf into Favour with 
Miſs E, he need not for the future 
want Money. Mr. I was a young 
Fellow about twenty-two Years of Age, 
was bred up at the Univerſity, and had ac- 
quired ſome Accompliſhments in Fencing, 
Dancing, Muſick, &c. with theſe Quali- 
fications he flattered himſelf he might eaſi- 

he found Means to get himſelf intro- 

duced into her Company, and thence- 

forward was a continual Plague to her at 
all public Places. She grew at length fo 
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(18) 
tired with. him, that ſhe deſired Mr. Par- 


ſons to find Means to pick a Quarrel with 


L——, and then . him; I. am 
ſenſible, faid ſhe, he has no Spirit, = will 
not anſwer i it; after which Act of Cowardice, 
I dare believe he will not preſume. to 
trouble me any more. Mr. Parſons con- 
curred with every Thing ſhe ſaid, and 
promiſed to do as ſhe defired. When he 
was gone (as it was not agreeable to Mr. 
Parſors's Temper to fight, and which he 
feared would be the Conſequence of chal- 
lenging Mr. L——s) he thought it more 
prudent to deviſe Means to get a Sum of 
Money of her, and then finally deſert ber; 
chuſing rather to loſe the Supplies he ſo 
frequently received from her, than hazard 
his Life to humour her Reſentment. The 


next Day he told Miſs E he had ſeen 


L, and quarrelled with him ; but that, 
as ſhe ſaid, he refuſed to fight him, for 
which, he had can'd him before ſeveral 
Gentlemen in the Park. She was extreme. 
ly pleaſed with this Account, and enter- 
tained Parſons with, ſeemingly, more Love 


E 
than ever, He * ingratiated himſelf ſo far [! 
into her Eſteem by this Action, that he 
found it no hard Matter, that very Night, 
to talk her out of two hundred Pounds, Bil 
with Which, in the Morning, he marched | 
off, and for _ never went near her i 
more. C | | "vil 

He Wert S went as Midſhip- K ; 
man on Board the Romnty Man of it: 
Wa ar, under the Command of Captain J 
(now Admiral) Mor Ev, with whom l 
he went two or three Voyages to Newfound- 
land; during which Time, Parſons (whoſe 
Mind was ever full of Miſchief, ſtill ſtudy- 
ing ſome new Way of Cheating) practiſed. 
many dirty Tricks on Board the Ship, ſuch 
as gaming with falſe Dice, mark'd Cards, 
&c. for which at laſt he was ſo known, 
that ſcarce any of the Officers (tho inferior 


t0 him in Family) would deign N 
e bs 


Pd 


But he ſo far W himſelf — 
bis ſpecious Pretences) into the Favour of 


D 2 Mr. 


m—_—F_ — 


— —— 4 Sd. AM.) 


(.20') 

Mr. — the thn . the Nom 
ney, that he lent Parſons fifty Pounds on a 
Bill he drew on his Father; but when the 
Note was carried to Sir William, he refuſed 
to accept it, as well he might, for had he 
ſupported his Extravagancies in ſuch a 
Manner, he would have found no End of 
them; nor did Mf. ever get any 


thing of Parſons for it. 


Mr. Parſons bed 3 as great; 2. Ge- 
nius for Tricking, as any Man in the World; | 
and the artful Manner he ſupplied himſelf 
with Money from ſeveral young Ladies in 
e deſerves the Publick's No- 


He uſed, wh 6 in their FOG on 
Shore, to pretend to admire their Snuff 
Boxes, Rings, Ge. which he had no ſooner 
in his Hand, than, with a gentrel Air, he 
put them in his Pocket, ſaying, they were 
mighty pretty Things, and he would keep 
them for their Sakes; and ſo laughing the 


Ladies out of them, he ples afterwards to 


con- 


(21) 

convert them ino Caſh; But the moſt par- 
ticular Affair of that Nature was with one 
Miſs, Haller; having got a Snuit-Box of her 
in the Manner before deferibed, ſhe com- 
plained to her Father, who making ſome 
Stir about it, Parſons was obliged to refund 
it back again; but obſerving the old Gen- 
tleman to put it in a Corner Cupboard, he 
found an Opportunity, while Mr. Haltet 
was out of the Room, and Miſs buſy 10 
Talk with her Company, to finger it once 
again unpereeived, and went away with its 
devoid of all Suſpicion; and notwithſtand- 
ing the Complaints of Miſt and her Papa. 
Parſons utterly denied having it, and feem'd 
to reſent greatly the Injury they did him, in 
calling his Honour in 3 _ 2 
An #: 


_— e this; the- Skip ap 
England; which, as near as Mr. Parſons 
could remember, was about the ee. 
ne r 


"; N , 
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© Mr. Parſons, after his Diſcharge from the 
Ship, lived a very extravagant Life; and 


Gaming higher than his Income would al- 


low, was obliged to have Recourſe 1 
to his il Fractices. e 


Accordingly, he went to one by * — 
in Red-Ljon-ftreet Holborn, and took a gen- 
teel Firſt Floor unfurniſhed ; which == 
he went to an Upholſterer near Covent- 
Garden, and belpoke Goods of him to.ne& 
the Value of eighty-ſix Pounds, and or- 
dered them, when ready, to be carried to 
Mrs. Sb aforeſaid. In the mean while, 
he repaired to Mr. C——, a Broker in 
Moor -feelds, and told him, that he had lately 
bought a Parcel of Furniture for a Furſt 
Floor, quite new ; but urgent Buſineſs re- 
quiring his Preſence abroad, for perhaps 
two Years, he thought it more; adviſeable 
to ſell them, than, let them ſtand. unem» 
ployed ſuch a conſiderable Time. Mr, = 
agreed to go with him to view the Goods, 
a9d affured him he would give as great a 


Price 


ee, , ! of a ww It © a 
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Price for them as any of his Trade- what- 
ever. Parſons pretended he was going out 


of Town, and that as ſoon as he returned, 
which would be in a Week, he would let 


him know. This done, he only waited 
the Upholſterer' s ſending in the Goods, 
which he did in about five Days after. 
Parſons was ready there to receive them, 
and aſked the Man for his Bill, who not 


having it, he ordered him to defire his Ma- - 
ſter to come himſelf with it in two or three 


Days Time, and he would pay him. No 


ſooner was the Man gone, than he went for 
the Broker, who, after viewing them, agreed 


to give him fixty-two Pounds twelve Shil- 


lings for them, and fetch them away the 


next Morning. Mr. Parſons, to avoid any 
Suſpicion, told Mrs. Sb, that was the 


Upholſterer himſelf ; that, upon better 
Conſideration, he had agreed to go to a 
higher Price, and he, the Upholſterer, would 


come the next Day to fetch them away, 
and bring him genteeler Furniture in their 


room.” Accordingly, eafly in the Morn- 5 
ing Mr. C—— came with a Cart for the 


Goods 3 


624) 


| Goods; and us Wem as they. were packed 


up, Parſons received the Caſh. Mr. C—— 
toole away the Things, and Mrs, 5 
and the Upholſterer were left to get their 


Money as they could, 


. Parſons, who had generally the Luck to 
ſurmount the Difficulties attending every 
Enterprize of this Nature that he under- 
took, was ſeldom the better for it; for 
what he had taken ſo much Pains to de- 
fraud People of, he ſometimes loſt in one 
Night at the Gaming- table; of the Truth 
of which. the ſubſequent Wa is a very 


rn Inſtance. 


Mr. Parſons being, two or three Days 
after this Exploit, at a Maſquerade in the 
Hay-market, had the Misfortune to loſe all 


the Money, at Play, he had taken ſuch 

Trouble to cheat the Upholſterer of, and 
could not for a long Time deviſe Means 
wherewith he might retrieve his bad Luck; 
till (as Neceſſity is ever the Mother of In- 
vention) he bethought him of counterfeiting 
a Pro- 


—— — — —— — —— —t-—— —ͤ— 


1 2550 
| 2 Proniſſory Note of 30 J. in the Name of 
an eminent Tradeſman of St. James s Street, 
well known to many preſent, payable to 
Mr; 5, Merchant of Thames-ftreet, 
one Month after Date, in Hopes with the 
Credit of that, to play with it, and repair 
. his broken Fortune. No ſooner thought 
on than put in Execution; he went into 
another Room, drew it up, and ſet Mr. 
Is Name on the Back thereof. Now - 
fluſhed with the Hopes of Succeſs, he re- 
paired to the Table, and produced the Note 
with Mr. 7---ſs Indorſement on the Back; 
on which a Lady, who at the Beginning 
of the Evening was his Partner, called him 
aſide, and ſaid, that ſhe could not imagine 
any Perſon, whoſe Behaviour had ſo much 
an the Appearance of a Gentleman, would 
4 endeavour to impoſe a falſe Note on the 
h Company for a true one; and having my- 


ſelf, ſaid ſhe, ſome Knowledge of the Per- 
1 ſon who wrote it, I will, if agreeable to 
6 you, diſcount it, without requiring any 
| Premium. Mr. Parſons gladly 3 
. this Offer, as the Lady ſeemed" to be a 


E perfect 
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perfect Stranger to him, and therefore he 
wiſely imagined, when the Fraud came te 
be detected, ſhe would then, by no Means, 
be able to trace the Deceiver. Madam, 
returned Parſons, the Favour you confer 
on me, being unknown to you, is of fo 
high a Nature, that, had I the Happineſs 
of your Acquaintance, it would never be 
in my Power hereafter to return the Ob- 
ligation ; he then tendered the Note to 
the Lady, who in return gave him the 
Money in-a curious Purſe ; which laſt ſhe 
defired he would accept of. Mr. Parſons 
very politely thanked her, and they parted. 
He went directly to the Table, reſolved to 
retrieve his former Loſs, or loſe the Thirty 
Pound he had juſt procured at the Hazard 
of Life ; but Fortune, who is ever fickle, 
ſtill inconſtant as the Winds and Waves, 
ſeem'd now to court the very Man whoſe 
Suit ſhe had ſo lately rejected: In ſhort, 
Mr. Parſons's Luck tyrn'd to ſo good an 
Account, that, in the Space of two Hours, 
he was Maſter of near Three Hundred 
Pounds; about which Time the Company 

| broke 
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broke up, and the Lady, who was an Eye- 
witneſs ef Part of his Succeſs, congratu- 
lated him on his good Fortune. Mr. Par- 
ſons, in Return, though not a Man of the 
ſtricteſt Honour, thought it an indiſpenſa- 
ble Duty in him to requeſt the Note of the 
Lady again, on his repaying the Money; 
but could not, with the moſt perſuaſive 
Eloquence he was Maſter of, induce her to 
take it ; ſhe told him that Notes were leſs 
cumberſome to her than Caſh; that per- 
haps, tho' ſhe aſk'd Pardon for ſurmiſing 
it, he might have preſent Uſe for the Mo- 
ney, which ſhe had not: Mr. Parſons 
begg'd then, In a very polite Manner, he 


might have the Pleaſure of guarding his 


200d Genius, as he was pleaſed to term her, 
home: That, which was the main Point 
ſhe aimed at, ſho, with a ſeeming Relukt- 


ance, refuſed ; but he preſſing her again, 


ſhe comply d, and he conducted her to a 
Hackney-Coach ſhe had kept in waiting, 


Their Converſation, as they went, was for 


the moſt Part on ordinary Subjects, as they 
ocealionally occured; when the Coach, 


E a ſtopping 


1281 
it ſtopping near Compton-ſireet, Solo, put ann 
1 End to their Diſcourſe. The Lady deſired 

4 Mr. Parfons to walk in; but he, having 


| no Deſire to be ſeen,  begg'd to be exeuſed. 

She told him it would be a Breach of good- 

1 Manners ſhe could never pardon herſelf 

| ö g for, if ſhe ſhould permit a Gentleman, 
| 


who had behaved with fo much Politeneſs, 


{ to depart - without drinking a Glaſs of 

10 Wine with her. He could not well tell 

1 how to come handſomely off, and was 

[| therefore neceſſiated to aecept her Offer: 2 
. The Lady's Intentions were too. flagrant to- 

| be concealed from ſuch an Eye as Parſons's;. 

15 the only Thing he- wanted was to ſee her 

| Face, that, if he did not know her, he 

| might unmaſk too, but was determined, 

| 


if be ſhould, not to diſcaver himſelf at 
any Rate; to which Purpoſe, after his u- 
| ſual Manner of Flattery, 12 addreſſed her 
2" in this Manner: Tho I have not, Ma- 
1 dam, had the Pleaſure of ſeeing you un- 
| maſk'd, yet am I certain, Nature, that. has 
10 been ſo laviſh in your Perſon, and beſtow- 
| ed on you ſuch a bewitching Tongue, muſt 
1 8 5 ; 1 
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likewiſe: give you at the fame Time, to 
make you entirely compleat, a beautiful. 
Face; but even, were it otherwiſe, there 
appears to me ſomething ſo agreeable in 
your every Word and Action, that, tho 
guilty of the higheſt Preſumption in de- 
claring it, I ſhould be the moſt inſenſible 
Creature living not to be touch'd with, 
them.” As to my Face, Sir, (fays the 
Lady, unmaſking) I will fatisfy you; but, 
continues ſhe, Flattery is a Quality ſo natu- 

) ral to your Sex, that I ſhould have won 
der'd, if I had not heard ſomething of this. 
Sort from you; but, were it not ſo, it 
would be out of my Power to return it; 
for I am, ſays ſhe ſighing, married.” << And: 
is that all, ſaid Parſons, who on finding he 
did not know the Lady, had likewiſe pulled 
off his Maſk, is that all your Objections 7 
and prefling. her Hand with ſome. Eager» 
neſs, © Shall generous Love, ſaid he, be ob- 
ſtructed by a feokſh Ceremony, by a Form 
of Words contrived. by Prieſts: for Gain ?, 

Oh! 80 | (ill eagerer, and putting his 
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Hand upon her heaving Boſom) Love is 
and ever will be free.” 


The Lady, who was now iti a fair Way 
of ſatisfying her Intentions, had, or would 
have, no Power to reſiſt him. The Reader, 
after this, cannot doubt but he was made 
as happy as he could wiſh. In ſhort, he 
lay with her that Night, but waking in the 
Morning about eleven o'Clock, and think- 
ing to turn to his fair Bedfellow, found ſhe 
had given him the Slip. Parſons, in 4 
great Surprize, jumped out of Bed to his 
Breeches, when, Oh direful ! inſtead of 


his Money, he found they ER EI 
but the following Letter ; 


S TI R, 


1 Charge you, as you value your Life, not 

to dare mention what has happened, ei- 
ther to the People of this Houſe or any 
one elſe. I ſaw you laſt Night under the 
utmoſt Deſpondency for loſing your Mo- 
ney; I ſaw you go into the next Room, 
and there, tho you thought yourſelf un- 


3 


us.” 
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ſeen, obſerved you write the very Note I 
am now in Poſſeſſion of. I took it, not 
for any particular Eſteem I had for you, 
but to ſerve myſelf ; for I was ſure I ſhould 
have more than my own Money again : 
For, had you loſt the thirty Pounds, I 
ſhould have told you of your Forgery, fo 
was certain, you would have contrived ſome 
Means to pay me, beſides making me a 
handſome Preſent to conceal it; and my 


Intentions were, if you won, (as you hap- 


pened to do) to inveigle you in, to ſerve you 


as I have now done; and yet, Sir, I muſt 
be bold to tell you, that, perhaps, I have 
ſaved your Life ; for, had any Perſon elſe 
chanced to have taken up the Note, the 
Cheat might have been detected, and you 
ſecured. Therefore, as I have kept you 
from Hanging, I think you may be glad 
you have eſcaped ſo well. So, (remem- 
bering that your Life depends upon your 
Silence) adieu. | 
Yours, &c. 


An! 


. Porn; qo the Peruſal of the 88 
was like a Madman; but as Paſſion abated, 
Reflection gradually ſupply'd the Place: 
He thought he had better hold his Tongue, 
than by his Folly in divulging it, endanger 
his own Life; ſo; without taking the leaſt 
Notice, he went down Stairs, reſolving to 


a 
T 


be more cautious for the future. Mr. Par- 


Jons confeſſed, that was the only Time he 
was ever taken in, during his whole: Life. 
He was ſorry. for nothing ſo much, as that 
he, who had trick'd ſuch Numbers of Peo- 
ple before, ſhould at laſt himſelf be 2 
wn, eee by a Wenn * 


Being © much in Debt, W 
exhauſted as to Caſh, his Friends impor- 
tuned him to go in the Capacity of a Writer 
to Africu, in the Service of that Company; 
to which he conſented, and in a ſhort time 


ſet out to purſue his Voyage-z but on being 


told, hen he arrived there, what an un- 
healthy Climate it was, he never went on 
Shore, but came from thence to Jamaica, 
wy where 
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began to want Money, 


v0 ſuch Letter to her Nephew, neither 


75 
where he ſtaid ſome Time, till finding he 
he counterfeited a 
Letter, as from his Aunt the Dutcheſs of 
Northumberland, ſetting forth, ſhe would 


de anſwerable for any Sum of Money he 
had, not exceeding ſeventy Pounds. Ac- 
Cordingly, he ſhew'd this forged Letter of 
Credit to a Merchant of that Place, who, 


on Parſom s drawing a Draught on his Aunt 


much about the ſame Time as did the 


Draught to his Aunt, who told the Bearer 


ſhe knew 


nothing of it; that ſhe had wrote 


would- ſhe pay it; and was ſo much irri- 


_ . eated- at his making uſe of her Name, that 
- the diſinherited him, and left twenty-five 
ccthouſand Pounds to his Siſterę which ſhe 
| -thad before bequeathed to him. The Mer- 


chant, finding be could not get his Money 
from the Aunt, and having found where 


u took. ſome Officers with 


1 


Aut thinking it not ſafe to ſtay there till the 
Keturn of the Draught, which he knew 
would be rejected, came over to Exgland 


( 34 ) 

him, and went to take him; but he, being 

apprized of it, got over ſome Houſes, and 
made his Eſcape. However, his Father, 

to ſcreen him from Danger this Time, paid 

the Merchant the Money, and took up the 

Draught. 


Parſons, after this Aﬀair, behaved for 
ſome time pretty well, and began to be 
better reſpected by ſeveral of his Relations; 
and having the Honour to be the Son of 
a very worthy Gentleman, he, with that 
Sanction, made his Addreſſes to a young 
Lady, whoſe Merit, as well as Fortune, 
was deſerving of a much better Huſband ; 
for ſhe is poſſeſſed of every Qualification 
that can tend to render a Woman eſteemed, 
and had twelve thouſand Pounds. He had 
the goqd Fortune to ingratiate himſelf into 
her Favour, gained her Conſent, and was 
married to her in February 1740. He had 
four thouſand Pounds paid him in Money, 
and with the remaining eight thouſand, her 
Relations purchaſed Exchequer-Tallies; and 

Parſons was annually to xeceive the * | 
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of them. This was done by her Friends, 
as a Precaution againſt her Huſband's Extra- 
vagancies. Shortly after his Marriage, he 
entered the Army, the Beginning of the 
Year 1741, and had the Honour of an 
Enfign's Commiſſion in Colonel Cholmonde- 
ly's Regiment of Foot. Parſons now made 
a very gay Appearance, and liv'd in a gen- 
teel Manner in Poland ſtreet; but ſtill fol- 
lowing that pernicious Practice of Gaming, 
he ſoon reduced his four thouſand Pounds, 
and was obliged, for a freſh Supply, to ſell 


Part of his Ehe for his 
Life. 


At this Time, he took in a Jeu Bicker a 


in a very extraordinary Manner; he went 
to him, and told him, he had Exchequer- 
Tallies to diſpoſe of for his Life, to the 
Amount of four thouſand Pounds, (which 


Tallies he ſhew'd him) and if he choſe 


the Job, he would employ him. The Jew 
gladly embraced the Offer, and promiſed 


to wait on him in a Day or two ; but neg- 


lecting coming near a Week, Parſons went 


F 2 to 
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to him i in a ſeeming great Paſſion, told iar 
he uſed him ill, and ſhould have nothing 
to do with him. The Jew, with great 
Submiſſiveneſs, informed him he had been 
about the Affair the whole Time, and that 
he had almoſt compleated it: But Parſons 
told him, he had an immediate Call for 
his Money, or at leaſt ſome of it, that very 
Day, and that, if he could not procure him 
a thouſand Pounds directly, he would ap- 
ply to ſome other Perſon. The Jem de- 
fired he would not do that, for he would 
certainly get him that Sum by the Motn- 
ing, and the reſt in two or three Days; to 
which Parſons conſented, telling him, to 
oblige him, he would poſtpone it to that 
Time; for, as he believed him a very 
honeſt Man, he would rather employ him 
than another. The Jeu, mightily elated 
at his Condeſcenſion, thanked him over 
and over; and then, for that Day, they 
parted. On the morrow; agreeable to his 
Promiſe, he brought Parſons the thonſand. 
Pounds, and told him, he ſhould have the 
reſt-in 3 but when he came, no 
Mr. 
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Mr. Parſons was to be ſeen, for he had 

fold his Tallies elſewhere z and the Yew, 

after much Trouble, was obliged to reſt 

contented with his Loſs ; for he never re- 
2 a Farthing | of it back again. 


* 


Bok, ane 2 1 had been 
in the Army about three Years, he was 
raiſed to the Rank of a Lieutenant; and 
the Regiment he was in; being ordered to 
Nr en * was 3 to attend it. 


When dine; he began to — * 
dirty Tricks; he took in ſeveral People 
under Pretenfion of his Father's being dead, 
particularly he contracted with a Perſon 
for Cloathing for the whole Regiment, pre- 
tending he had Commiſſion ſo to do, which 
he had no ſooner got, but with them, and 
other Things he had procured, he left his 
Regiment at Offend, and made the beſt of 
his Way to England; but, apon a proper 
Repreſentation of his Tricks abroad to his 
R H— the D-—, he ordered his 
2 — to be fold, and the Money 
| raiſed 
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raiſed upon it was diſtributed among the 
pay he had A] 


£ After his] Return from Flanders, he be- 
gan anew his old Pranks: He took the 
front Houſe in Panton-Square, which he 
furniſhed in a very genteel Manner; he had 
Silver Plate of a Goldſmith to a large A- 
mount; | beſpoke two Pair of Town Har- 
neſſes of a certain Perſon near Charing-Croſs, 
(tho at the ſame Time had neither Coach 
nor Horſe) beſides ſeveral other Tradeſ- 
men thereabouts, and ordered them all to 
bring in their Bills on one Day (which he 
appointed) to take a Dinner: with him, and 
he would pay them; but when the Day 
was come, and the Tradeſmen went, agree- 
able to his Orders, the Houſe, to their 
great Diſappointment, was ſhut up, tho 
he was ſtill in it: He lived in the Houſe 
near a Year, three Parts of which Time it 
was ſhut cloſe, as if uninhabited ; his only 
Way to go in and out being backwards 
through a Stable-Yard, It was at laſt 
broke open by Order of the Landlord ; but 
5 there 


: 
- 
t 
: 


49 , 
there was ſcarce any Furniture left in the 
Houſe, except what ſerved their neceſſary 


Octaſions. He was not found — 
having eſcaped backwards. 


About the Time of his living in in Pau- 


ton Square he formed a very baſe Deſign 


againſt his Siſter, which was as follows: 
He agreed with a Fellow (formerly 
Footman) to run away with his Siſter, who 


3 


had Twenty-five Thouſand Pounds to her 


Fortune, out of which Parſons was to 
have a very valuable Confideration. The 
Scheme was to be excuted in the following 
Manner: Parſons was to propoſe to his 
Siſter, her making one in a Party of Plea- 
ſure; the Fellow (with ſome Accomplices) 


were to way-lay them home, ſeize her, 


carry her away by Force, and frighten her 


into a Compliance; his Siſter, at that Time, 


lodg'd in Spring-Gardens; her Maid was let 


into the Secret, and bound to their Service, 
by a Bond of five hundred Pounds, to be paid 
her on the happy Concluſion of their Stra- 


tagern, 
a n 


. 
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A Scheme thus laid, they did not doubt 
but wou'd ſucceed; but the Party- colour d 
ing Hopes of Succeſs, appeared publickly 
in gay Oloaths (with which he was ſup- 
ply'd by Parſons) went to a Milliner's near 
where the young Lady lodg'd, and beſpoke 
was ſo imprudent as to tell the Milliner, he 
was going to be married to Mi Parſons, 
Niece and Heireſs of the Dutcheſs of Nor- 
thumberland. As he was telling her this Story, 
a Lady came into the Shop, who as ſoon as 
he had ey'd, in ſome Confuſion, he tock his 
Leave; when the Lady, queſtioning the 
Milliner iobo that Gentleman was, ſhe ſaid 
he was a Stranger to her, but was going to 
de married to Miſs” Parſons: Martied to 
Miſs Parſons ! (returned the Lady) why he 
| was once my Foctmal. The Lady who 
happened to be her Acquaintance went im- 
'mediately to her and told her what ſhe had 
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heard. She, ſuſpecting it to be fone Trick, 


declined going out; the Maid confeſſed the 
= whole 


Fat] - 
whole Affair to her, and ſhe directly moy'd 
her 1 1 


- Parfine generally n. Day, 
and Beauing out at Night, would go to the 
Gaming- Tables, Maſquerades, Plays c. 
Coming from the laſt of which one Night, 
he had a Letter gieven him by a Man, who 
told him he muſt wait an Anſwer. Parſons 
"_ i, nail ſouth the Ae Words. 


wi A. | 

FF you pe ily SF wy 149 IR 
4 will come with the Bearer (who Tins a 
Chair 3 in Waiting). to one, * is a your 
Adtmirer ene Perfections. 
N Ei, Thurs, 
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VN e * 11 2 perſon WhO was 
with him (for Reafons he might another 
Time acquaint hit with) to follow the 
Chair at a ſmall Diſtance, till he ſaw him 
houſed : This he did as a Precaution to pre- 
E 3 enſue, r 
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it prove only a Pretence ; and then bid the 
Man lead on. He got into the Chair in 
Ruſſel-ftreet, and was carried into Mount- 
fireet, Grgſvenor- Square; he was ſhewn up 
Stairs into 2 Chamber, where the only 
Light was from a Lanthorn, that faintly. 
ſhone through ſome Panes of Glatz, fixed 
over the Room-Door, but ſo contrived, 
that tho you might ſee any Perſon that 
was in it, yet it was; impoſſible to know) 
them. He had not waited long before the 
Lady entered: Mr. Parſons paid his Com- 
pliments to her, which ſhie thus returned: 
Sit, you may look upon it as ſomething 
- uncommon for a Lady to begin an Affair of 
this Nature; but I am. perſuaded you can 
not be ſuch a Stranger to your perſonal 
Qualifications, as not to be ſenſible of the 
Power they have over many of oxr Sex: 
How much - they triumph over me, my 
breaking the. uſual Formalities (in addrefling 
vou. fuſt) may well inform you. Ms. 


Face who was never at a i of onthe 
Occaſions, returg'd her. a very polite. An- 


n 
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ſon be had to believe he was” pofſeſſed of 
any thing attractive, was the Confeſſton of 1 

its Power over ſo agreeable a Lady as ſhe |] 
appeared to be.” It will be unneceſſary to 
tire the Reader's Patience with a Repeti- {if 
tion of the Whole they ſaid; for after ſuch 1 
an open Declaratidn, it is eaſy to conceive 4 
what followed. In ſhort, the Parties ſpent 
the Night as agreeable as they could wiſh, 
nor did Parſons ofice'afk to whom he was 
obliged for ſo high a Favour, leaving that 
(if he chanced to know her) to be diſco- 
vered by the Morning's Light. About Ten 
o'Clock ſhe deſired him to let her riſe firſt, 
that ſhe. would dreſs, and open the Shut- 
ters; and then, ſaid ſhe, while I am or- 
dering Breakfaſt, you may get up. Par- 
Propoſal; but the was no ſooner dreſſed, 
than ſhe opened the Door, and vaniſhed in 

a Moment. He lay for ſome Time pretty 1 
quiet; but pefteiving ſhe did not return, | | 
haſtily roſe up to open the Windows, but, | 


to his great Surprize, found them nailed 
up; he then put on Part of his Cloaths, | 
| G 2 and | | 


£44] 
and knock d with his Shoe upon the Ploor, 
and in came an old Woman with a Can- 
dle, of whom he enquired after his fair 
Eloper; but, inſtead of an Anſwer, the 
kat him 10 following Note, and with- 


81 R, 
15 you ſpent the laſt Night axrecadle © (2 

nough to wiſh for ſuch another, you 
will come about Ten on Sarurday Night to to 
ä where you ſhall not A 
er thr 1 
(ebe e 


unnd i, 
CLARINDA, | 


- Mr. Nee a8 Soon as he had peruſed 
it, dreſſed himſelf, and without any fatther 
Enquiry, went away. He teſolved, how- 
ever, to come again, and, if poffible, find 
out the Lady; to which End he provided 
himſelf with-a ſmall Wax Candle; and all 
Materials to make a Light: At length the 
appointed Hour arrived, when, full of the 
Raped * her repaired to the Plactz, 

where 


en Ws ; 
where he found the Lady in the fame Room | 
as before. After ſome few Congratula- 1 
tions, natural to ſuch a Meeting; Parſons: i 
and the Lady went to Bed, where he had 4 
not been an Hour before he pretended to 1 
fall faſt aſleep; nor was it long after e er 1 
the Lady really ſlept without counterfeit- 1 
ing. Preſently he crept ſoftly out of Bed, 


and taking his Utenſils from his Pocket, 
gently ſtruck a Light, and lighted the Can 
dle, when drawing the Curtains, he found, 
to his utmoſt Aſtoniſhment, it was the pre- 
ſent Lady , otherwiſe Lady Frail; 
not but he believed her ſuch a Perſon, only 
thought her more open in her | Amours, 
than to take thoſe Paecautions to conceal 
herſelf. Parſons was in, ſome Perplexity 
whether he had beſt wake her, when ſee-. 
ing her Snuff-box lie in the Chair, he dropt 
his Intention, put out the Light, clapp'd 
his Things and the Box in his Pocket, and- 
ſtole to Bed again; without diſturbing the 
Lady. In the Morning ſhe. would fain- 
have got from bim as before, but he in- 
fiſted on knowing who ſhe was, which ſhe\. 
as poſitively denied; he told her then he 
| ; | would 
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world come no more: Nor evef do, 
(cd the, breaking from him with all her 
Strength.) Am 1 to be threatened into a 
Compliance? No, nor you ſhall not ever 
ſee me more. Thus ſaying, ſhe opened 
the Door in a great Rage, and left him. 
Parſons, who had a farther Game to play, 
dreſſed himſelf, and went quietly out of the 
Houſe, without any Interruption. But ſee- 
ing Lady Frail, with ſome others in the 
Park, the next Day, he made up to her, 
and with a low Bow, ſhewing her the Snuff. 
Box, aſked her if ſhe knew whoſe it was: 
Ves, faid the; and if I may be allowed 
to gueſs the Lady's Sentiments, to whom it 
belongs, you muſt keep it as the lf Favour 
you muſt ever expect from her ; and yet, if 
you're a Man, you will be ſecret in all that's 
paſt.” So, without giving him leave to 
anſwer, turn d from him, and [pa her 


| Company.” 


- Parſms, while he lived in | Panton-Square, 
contracted, at a a Coffce-Houſe; : an  Acquain- 
tance with one Mr. Northgate” of Hammer 


ſmith, to whom he pleated immediate Oc- 


caſions for Money; that, at preſent, he was 


[4] 
a little low, on Account of his Wife's not 
being then at Age; that when ſhe was, which 
would be in ſix Months, ſhe would take 
Poſſeſſion of ten thouſand Pounds; that, 
till then, he ſhould be a little neceſſated; 
but, if he. could get ſome Gentleman. who 
would require no, Premium, to lend him 
(as a Security) in their Hands his Wite's 
Jewels, which were worth double that 
Sum. He ſo far wrought upon that Gen- 
tleman's Credulity, that he generouſly. lent 
him the Money in Bills; and Mr. Parſons 
appointed him to dine with him three or 
four Days after, when he would deliver the 
Jewels: The Gentleman came at the ap- 
pointed Time; but, to his great Surprize, 
he found the Doors ſnut up, and Tau 
no where to be found. A 
In the Time of the late Rebellion, (he- 
ing very poor, and obliged to ſhift from 
Place to Place, to ſcreen himſelf from the 
Bailiffs, who were in Purſuit of him) ho ac- 
ci cidentally met with Mr. Sc. J—aGentleman 
Well acquainted with his Family, who, pi- 


tying the Condition he © repeſeard himfle 
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do be in, adviſed him to go into the Couns 
try to his Father of Brother, who is was 
Vertain, he ſaid, would do for 
Hith, and told him be had a Horſe ſhould 
Be at his Service. Parſons, with a 
deal of Complaiſance, thanked him for his 
Offer, but Taid, his Circumſtances were ſo 
fow,; he had not Money to defray his Ex- 
pences down; on which, Mr. Sr. fo—— 
generouſly aſſiſted” him with twenty Gui- 
ant But Mr. Parte Returm for n 
Friend's Benevolence, was the baſeſt Ad- 
tion, (with Sorrow he confel#'d it) that ever 
he was guilty of. He repaired to the D. 
of N, and gave in an Infortnation,”thit 
Mr. St. us going into the Country, to 
raiſe Men for the Service of the Rebels; 
vpon which he was apprehended ; and a 
Piece of Paper, on which this unfortunate 
Gentleman had wrote the Number of a 
Lottery. Ticket, being foünd on him, Pay 
Joris © — —.— ptoifly ſwore, That Mr. St. fo 

him bat Paper r before, as the 
— ek bk vis 6 ls for the Re- 
Als. 1 this-falfe Accuſation, Mr. St. N 

ody many Months; nor had he 


5 1 


e 
Aller de had regained his Liberty, © ever any 
cation from his perfidious Friend, for 
pls of his Horſe, (which Parſons had 
old) Money, or Half-Pay, which Was, on 
his Information, ttken from him. 

Some Time after this, he applied to Mt, 
Lb, a Taylor, telling him, he was re- 
commended by a Gentleman, ( mentioning 
his Name, whom he had lately made ſome 
Cloaths for ; that he was going to be made 
a Captain i in the Guards, a Commiſſion be- 
ing then. preparing for that Purpoſe, for 
which he muſt have fome 1 new: Cloaths, and, 
accordin 'gly, beſpoke ſome to a large A- 
mount. Mr. L—h defiring to know where 


to carry them, when done, he gave him a 


Direction, and bid him inquire. for Capt. 
Brown, for that was his Name; charging 
Him, to bring his Bill, and he would pay 
him. As ſoon as he hed finiſhed them, 
they were carried home, and Mr, 6 
rough agreeable to his Orders. 


t the Bill, 
Pgrſous told him, he was ſorry he had not 
ſo much Caſh about him ; that he ſhould 
Have ſome Remittance in a Day or two, and 
chen he would ſend for him. Mr. J 


H Was 
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was obliged to take this Anſwer ; but ſuſ- 
pecting his new Cuſtomer, he enquired, at 
the Office about Mr. Brown, and wh er 
his going to have a Commiſſion was tie- 
He was told it was; for Parſons had: aſ- 
ſumed Gentleman's Name,who really had 
one making out for him. But the Captain 
never ſending as he promiſed, and the 
Time greatly relapſed, he got an Action 
againſt | him ; but taking it out by the Name 
of Brown, Mr. L——þ was nonſuited, 
| Shortly after, Parſons was taken into 
the Meſſengers Hands, by a Contrivance of 
his own, to ſhelter himſelf from the con- 
tinual Dunning of his Credifors. He ſpoke 
ſeveral diſrepectful Words of his M——y, 
the G—t, Sc. at the Meuſe Coffee-houſe, 
which was reported by a Perſon, as before 
agreed on, to the D— of —— on which 
he was ordered into the Cuſtody of a Meſ- 
ſenger; and where, . being out of their 
Power, he tantalized over ſeveral of his 
Creditors that came there to ſee him, eſſ * 
cially Mr. 5. 

After Parſons had left Pantte-Sautrecbi 
took Lodgings, r the Name of Captain 

| Brown 
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Brown, at Mr. Toms 8 in Gough-Square, 
where pretending he was a ſingle Man- 
and by promiſing Marriage, debauched Mi 
—— young Lady about Seventeen, and 
had a Child by her. When her Father died, 
ſhe went to live at her Uncle's Mr. G—e 
of Saliſbury, but Parſons followed and de- 
luded her back again. She was with him 
while in Maidſlone Goal, alſo when he re- 
turned to England, and for a Debt of his, 
is now, and was (during his whole Con- 
finement) in Newgate, "Tis Pity the un- 
fortunate young Lady's Relations in the 
Country, do not take Compaſſion on her, 
and relieve her from thoſe Miſeries attend- 
ing her in ſuch a Prifon, with ſcarce any 
Subſtſtence. 

But to return, Parſons had not been dick 
at Mr. Toms's, before he began his ill Prac- 
tices with ſeveral of his new Neighbours; 
he took in Mr. Moody, then a Sword Cut- 
ler at Temple-Bar, for two fine Swords, 
valued at thirty Guineas ; he ordered them 


to his Lodging at Mr. Toms's, but Mr. 


| Moody could never after get a Sight of him. 
He likewiſe had Cloth, to the a of 
| H 2 nine 
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nine Pounds, of Mr. R——, a Woollen- 
Draper m Fleet-ftrect, aud appointed to 
meet him at the Obbe-Tavrrn, in the ſame 


Street, to pay him; 1 Hen. never went 


He tricked a certain n. in a very 
extraordinary Manner: He told him he was 
going to be married to a Lady of a large 
Fortune, but who deſired it might de done 
with the utmoſt Privacy. The Rey. Gentle- 
man promiſed to perform the Office, and 
the Day was ſet, when Parhns waited on 
the Clergyman at his Houſe, and they both 
together to a Tavern near Pall. mall 
where was an old Woman, and the Lady 


(who was no other than a Man) i in Wait- 
ing: The Ceremony was ſoon performed, 
after which Parſons deſired to know of the 
Clergyman i& he could recommend him to 
a Goldſmith thereabouts, as he propoſed to 
preſent his Bride with a Ring. He told 
him he could, and fent for him to bring 
ſeveral Sorts. The Lady choſe one worth 
above 100 Guineas. Parſons. begg'd the 
Goldſmith to ſtay and drink a Glaſs af 
W when preſentiy the Bride e down 

tairs ; 


went 
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Stairs: She had not been long before 
Parſons ſeerned uneaſy at her Stay, and pre- 
tended to go and ſee for her ; but inftead 
of returning, hurried to the Clergyman's; 
and making an Excuſe to the Servant to go 
in the Room where they were 'in the 
Morning, broke open a Bureau, and ſtole 


above fifty Pounds, with which he made 


clean off. 


He went one Day to Mr. , 4 Tay- 


lor in Jobnſen's Court, in Fleet-flreet, and 


beſpoke two Suits of Mourning, agreeing 


to come ſuch a Day and fetch them away, 
and pay him his Money directly: He came 
to his Time, and ſaid he hag not Caſh 
enough about him, but appointed to meet 
Mr. — at Seven in the Evening, at the 
Caſtle-Tavern, Lembard-ſtreet.. On which 
he let him have the Cloaths, but be Was 
ſcarce gone an Hour, ere he (Parſons) 


Tent him a Letter, that an unforeſeen Ac- 


eident prevented his meeting him, being 
©bl iged to go to Hampflead; and he never 


faw him after, till in Noodſtreet Compter 


for Forgery. Several other Pranks he play d, 
but nothing meriting the Reader's Notice, 


( 54 ) 
till the Fact for which he was condemned 
at Rocheſter. 

He forged a Note in the Name of Mr. 
Wm. Knight, and paſſed it on Mrs. Collins 
of Greenwich as 'a true one, directing it to 
be paid at Meſſ. Honeywood's and Fuller's, 
Bankers, in Lombardoſtreet, for which he 
was apprehended, and committed to Wood- 
ſtreet Compter in Auguſt 1748, and there 
remained till March the 5th following, 
when he was order'd to Rocheſter, where he 
was tried and condemn'd ſor the ſaid For- 
gery ; but through the Intereſt of his Bro- 
ther-in-Law, Mr. Lambert of Kent, he ob- 
tained a Reprieve for Tranſportation for 
Life. 

During his Confinement in Mard/tone- 
Goal, his teeming Brain, to get ſome Mo- 
ney, preſented him with the following 
Stratagem : There was a Priſoner who 
had a Brother, a Man of Worth, who often 
viſited him: Parſons contracted an Ac- 


quaintance with him; to this Man he ap- 


plied, and told him he had hid ſome Jewels 


in the Garden of an empty Houſe, next to 
where he had lodged'at Cheſſea; * are 
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worth, ſaid he, 200 J. but if you reveal it, 
they will, as I am under Sentence of the 
Law, be ſeized on by the Government, as 
forfeited. But, continued he, if you will 
give me 70 J. I will tell you where they 
are concealed.” The deluded Man, be- 
lieving him, paid him 504. in Part, and 
was to give him the reſt when he had found 
the Treaſure. As Parſons in a few Days 
was to be ſhipp'd for the Plantations, he 
directly {et out; and at Night, by Moon- . 
light, he dug to no Purpoſe, fo returned | 
without Succeſs. He upbraided Parſons, | 
and demanded Reſtitution : © Why, ſays 
he, which Side did you dig?” Such a 
one, ſays the Man: That, return'd Par- — 
ſons, is the very oppoſite Side I told you; 
the other inſiſted on the contrary; but 
however, reſolved to try again, he took 1 
Horſe, and came to Town again, but met 
with the ſame Succeſs as before, on which 
he hurried in the utmoſt Paſſion to Par- 
x ſens, calling him all the Villains, &c. &c. 
z: He aſked the Man, with a deal of Com- 
poſure, how deep he might dig? Deep! | 
ere he, why I dug a Foot: Shuh! _- 
faid 
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faid Parſms; do you think 1 would: bury 
Things of that Value ſo ſhallow that a Hog 

might rout them up? So, telling him the 
very Spot, bid him dig a Yard deep: Ac- 
cordingly he came to Town again, and 
while he was buſy in a fruitleſs Search, Rar. 
fons was ſhipp'd for the Plantations, on 
board the Thames, Capt, Dobbrns. 

During the Voyage, Parſons had Liberty 
to meſs with the ſecond Mate ; but he was 
highly offended with the Captain for refu- 
fing to let him eat at his Table; and being 
very ſcurrilous to him for this Act of Civi- 
lity, he was uſed like the other Tranſports, 
till the arrived in Putuxen River, in Mary- 
land. 

During his Stay there, the Lord Fairfax 
took him into his own Houſe, uſed him 
like his Son, and let him have a Horſe to 
ride at his Pleaſure ; but, unhappily, Mr. 
Parſons could not be content with his pre- 
ſent Situation, but left his Patron, com- 
mitted ſome Robberies, and forged a Note 
upon one Mr. John Anderſen for 70 1. Cur- 
rency, and accordingly received the ſame. 
125 immediately embarked for England. 


and 
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and he immediately embarked for England: 
After a ſhort Paſſage, he landed at Vbitea 
„ n 
began his od Pranks. | 

He went to 4 Merchant there, and pre- 
tended, with ſeeming Concern, that his Fas 
| ther was dead, that he was now a Baronet; 
and ſhould ſoon be in Poſſeſſion of a large 
Fortune. With theſe artful Inſinuations, 
he prevailed on the Merchant to fupply him 
wich 75. which he did; by a Draught on 
Mr., 2 Banker in Lond. He ſet! 
out accordingly, and on his Arrival, 


ducing the Draught, he received the Mo- 
ney. Whilſt that laſted, he lived retired 
near Hyd Part Corner; but as he durſt not 


appear at the Gaming-Tables, for fear of 


being known, he thought it more ſafe to 
rob on the Highway, which Project he put 
in Execution. He robb'd ſeveral People, 
but always in the Night, between Turnham- 


Green and Hounſlow-Heath ; but is nothing 
remarkable bappened during theſe Robbe- 


ries, it is immaterial to give 4 Detail of the 


— © TEES,  Therefote, waving 
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went to che Banker's afbrefaid, where pro- 
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that, wie ſhall, proceed to the Manner of his 
being taken: He having Information of a 
Perſon's travelling. with a large Sum, and 
that he would go over Houmſono- Harb, on. 
the Sunday following, very early, which 
was the ad of Sept. laſt, he reſolved to at- 


tack him. Accordingly, he ſet Out on his: 
laſt fatal. Expedition: Juſt on Turnbum- 
Green, ho overtook. Mr. Beſt and Mir, Fuller 
in a Poſt-Chaiſe, {who was his Proſecutor: 
for che F. orgery, for which he was tranſ- 
Fl Paxfons looking into the Chaiſe, his 

Eyes and Mr. Fuller's encountered each 
other 1 Mr., Fuller knew him directly, as 
did he that Gentleman ; when he, hovering, 
about, them, the — bid him keep 
his Diſtance... Parſant rode an thro. Brent 
fard,.. between which and \Hotnflew - lat 
Smallberry: Green) he loiter d till they again 
LA 
times ore and . 19me 8 rat 
Which 139 2 Perſon — d on Horſe... 
back, _ which tis thought, F prevented his, 
Deigns againſt them. When they were got 
into the Town, the.  aboyg-rentioned. Gen- 
tlemen, pid him ſurrender 3 on which, Par- 
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aus alighted, and begg d, with much Sub- 
miſſiveneſs, to ſpeak to them in private. 
They went to the Rofe and Crown, and 
there, in a Room by themſelves, he deli- 
vered his Piſtols, telling them he relied on 
theit Mercy. But Mr. Day, Maſter of the 
Inn, obſerving Parſons anſwer d the De- 

ſcription of a Highwayman who infeſted 

that Road, Mr. Fuller ſecured him. There 
was found in his Pocket a Quantity of Pow- 
der and Ball. He was carried before a 
Juſtice, who, on RN him, commit- 
ted him to Newgate. 

His Behaviour while there, which was 
five Months, is in many Reſpects to be 
ſpoken well of. He had many Friends 
to fee him, ho, tho they had all Liquor 
to drink, Parſons was never ſeen diſguiſeck 
the whole Time; nor was he addicted to 
Swearing, as no one ever heard an Oath | 
from him during his Confinement. But, | 
on the other Hand, he took little Care of ' 
his Futurity, ſtill buoying himſelf up with 
the Aſſuranee of his being, at leaſt, re- 
tranſported, if not pardon d; to which 
Purpoſe he wrote ſeveral Letters, Peti- 


tions, 
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tions, &c. viz. to his IRA to Lord 
Lo, to his Father, his Wife, Mr. Ful- 
ler, Mr. Lambert and his Lady (his Bro- 
ther and Siſter) in Kent, Mr. B, 
Sc. Sc. From his Father he had ſeveral 
Anſwers; in one he informed him he had 
apply'd to his Grace the D—e of B, 


at his Seat at Ch--dw—th in Derbyſhire, that 


his Grace had wrote to Lord H about 
it, but there was no Hopes of ſaving him. 
9 to his Petition to Lord , 
he ſpoke to his Grace the D—e of 8 
and he to his M——y in C—)], but he was 
thought too deſerving Death to merit a Re- 
prieve. It would be tedious to the Reader 
to peruſe the Letters, or even the Subſtance 
of any more, as they all tend to the fame 
Purpoſe, vi. that of ſaving his Life. But 
all Endeavours proved in vain z for, purſu- 
ant to his Sentence, he on Feb, 11, 1750-1, 
ſuffered for all his paſt Crimes with the ut- 
moſt . of | a lincere Repentance. 


The following V. exſes were ſent to Mr. PARe 


SONS by 4 Perſon unknown, 


Le forgive a too - oſſicious Friend, 
1 Cenſure pegged ry would fain commend: 

my Numbers are, d my Lays, 

Alle 1 to give or merit Praiſe. 07 

Born with a manly — Blood, 

Happy thy Genius, and thy Temper good, 

Sweet Science willing woo'd thee to her Breaſt, 

But pitchy Clouds thy mid-day Sun o'ercaſt ; 

Black riſing Tempeſts furrow up thy Brow, - 

Pardon or ath muſt ſet thee free from Woe. 

* boots it now, that Fullers * gen rous Smile 
Bemoans thy Lot, and would thy Cares beguile; 
3 Chriſtian Pity grie ves thy hapleſs State, | 

longs to — from — Fate 0 
* gen rous Youth, what Joy can Being 
When he who gave you Life, 
With ſpecious Virtue acts the Stoic's 
And ſeems to ſhut thee from a Father's Honte: 
Sees thee oppreſs'd with Want, Care, Pain, and Scorn, 
With III Which make it Mis'ry to be born. 

Our ductile Paſſions, led by Nature, ſtray L 
From Reaſon's Dictates, and from Sefery's Way | ui 
Such is che Star too oft che young await, 
Doom'd to lament thoſe Sorrows they create. 
Thro' Life's uncertain Mazes wildly run, 
Deluded on, and proud to be undone ; 

So Wilmot's Reaſon was o'erpow'r'd by Vice, 
So Wharton was a Slave to weak Caprice. 


. ve Fs 


Yet 
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Mr. Fuller (Banker in Lombard · ſtreet) who i this un- 
Bappy Gentleman's Profecuter, has frequenth, with bis wonted 
Benevolence and Humanity, to alleviate the Mi- 
feries and Confinement, Iy relisuing his Diſtreſi, and promi- 
eng him all the Afiſtance in his Power, to ſpare his Life. 

+ He wrote to his Father for Supplies, but he being inform- 
ed that be was in no Waxt, wrote te Mr. Brewerton, in 
St. James's-ſtreet, ro tell bis Sor, that there was no Hopes of 
bis being ſaved, but if be would have a Divine, he would 
erder him one, but 4 as as any ot her Supply, be muſt vo ex. 
#4 he would fupport him in Extravagance. | 
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a will * with —— over theſe. Ille 


, 


et are Foibles by blind Nature wrou $1.50 
ix'd in our Frame, and height en'd to a . £ 
Which Hae cannot wg or Knowled 


A phi” 7 Fadendug 5 Reach] — 


Th 1 with Bias * 
& us wr L. 
fo thou ae 12 a Male, on 
Who points out where ſhe-can't accuſe?” l 
Like thee awidd tum uous Sorrows toſt, \Þ 


NA with Grief, and by Misfortunes ervſt; | 
O'erwhelg'd with Miſery, * 17 - ; 

\'Too bold fo yd, too manly to de pie 20 
Still wuling——tho' ſo often — A A 
On and truſt the Phantom to the And. 012 1 
Vet if that Juſtice ſternly figns thy Don; ad 1 * 
Give me to pay this Tribute at thy To |! 
And there let eyer-verdant Myrtle 5 An 


Let fragratt Flow rs for ever bud around: Hal Ba 
And thy Faults flee 
Each Paſſſon loſt; 


beneath th enmelld Ground ; 9 
y youthful Nature ſway d, ä 


Each devious Step conceald - thofe Pas andy 


i 

7 

Let kind 8 Frailty blot, e 
257 


| . *Failinigs all forgot,” - 
when the w ling Winds, and. ranting Hail, © 
The tender Saplin 's V ene 
ant at FP 


1 anþ ph. Blaſt it bows, s, 
And wh Leaves ip giddy Eddie, flows, - . 84.2 
At length, nb 0 1 l the; Sema l 


I Roos fes out e Earth up c; 


Forc'd to ſubmit beneath oppreſſive Wo., ö 11865 
ee aides. 
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"m—= 11 Tt would have e up 2 large Volume 
to bave recounted all bis Pranks Editor 


Jlattors himſelf, this contains a fuller- Account Os 


any thing yet publiſhed concerning bim: He ic, 
bowever, confcidus that there may, te Been ſams 
Things related nw diretly in their: dun Order of 
Time, but bopes (as they are all Truths, wk my 

of them to be proved by living Witteſſes Be ade 


